
Re-Opening Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School 2020-21!

Lower School and Middle School

Many schools in America are opening.

But at HVS, we are committed to keeping 
our school open!

To do so, the safety and wellbeing of our 
students and staff are our ultimate 
concern.



NY Schools can reopen if their region is in Phase 4 
and if the daily infection rate remains below 5% 
or lower, using a 14-day average.

Schools will close if the infection rate rises above 
9 percent, using a 7-day average, after August 1.

Your behavior supports our region's success in 
staying open! 

Our top priority is safely holding live classes on 
our beautiful campus. Every other decision 
serves this main goal.

Please join us in making intentional decisions that 
increase the safety of our student community by 
limiting your exposure to at-risk places and 
interactions.



Key Strategies of our School Re-Opening Plan

 Ensuring that children, faculty, and staff exhibiting flu-like symptoms are not on campus. Ever. This is the 
most impactful step we can take.

 Reducing the chances of exposure by keeping children in consistent social groupings.

 Reducing exposure by wearing face masks, following guidelines for social distancing, and utilizing outdoor 
spaces that provide access to healthy air circulation whenever possible.

 Providing flexible age-appropriate at-home support to anyone unable to be on campus, or choosing to 
distant learn..

 Anticipating high anxiety levels and proactively developing protocols, curricular offerings and a simplified 
schedule to meet social and emotional learning needs.

 Developing a school cleaning and disinfecting plan in accordance with CDC guidelines. Supporting and 
teaching handwashing and other personal hygiene practices.

 Simplifying our schedule to allow for more flexibility. Less is more this year.

 Reducing exposure by limiting our campus to students and staff.



Begin each day with a Home Health Check. Get used to it.

And please stay home if you’re not feeling well!

This most critical aspect of our safety plan relies on you, the parents! Contact Nurse Kara Desiderio for guidance if you are 
unsure of symptoms.

 We will provide all students needing to stay at home—for any reason—with remote lessons and assignments. Teachers 
are prepared to record stories and supply lessons and will have time allotted in their schedule to check-in with any 
students who need to learn remotely for any reason.

 Any student presenting with a common cold, influenza or symptoms of COVID-19, or having a temperature of 
100 degrees Fahrenheit or above, will not be allowed to remain at school. We will be administering daily temperature 
checks as students arrive at school to ensure our campus stays healthy.

 If a child falls ill during the school day, we will expect parents to come to campus in a timely fashion to retrieve them.



Stay home if exposed! Make intentional choices to reduce risk.

 If anyone in your household has had contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19, please notify Nurse 
Kara. You may be asked to keep your child home from school for 14 days. During this time, they will be able to 
continue classes via distance learning.

 If you travel to a state on the Governor’s at-risk list, you will likewise need to quarantine. Consider spending your 
free time in low-risk places with low-risk activities. We want your children on campus as much as possible!

 If your child—or anyone in your family—tests positive for COVID-19, notify Nurse Kara immediately so we can 
develop a containment plan. Your child can participate in distance learning during their quarantine.

 By enrolling at Hawthorne Valley School, you are connecting your child to a community of classmates. This is their 
cohort. Consider (just for now) reducing exposure to other pods of children at other schools as much as possible.



 Good nutrition supports a healthy immune system.

 Please make sure that your child arrives at school each 
day with their snack and lunch. While we understand 
there are times when an item is accidentally left at 
home and there will be a designated place to drop off 
necessary food and supplies, this should not be part of 
your typical routine.

 Until further notice, there will not be a lunch program 
and older students will not be permitted to visit the 
Farm Store during breaks. As you are no doubt aware, 
the Farm Store has a strict occupancy limit and tends 
to have lines and delays. Try not to rely on a quick trip 
to the Farm Store at the start of the school day—this 
might cause your child to be late to class.

Prepare a healthy snack and lunch for your child.



Face Masks

 We will be following CDC Guidelines on mask usage. If you cannot conceive of your child ever wearing a mask or 
ever taking their mask off, then on-campus classes at HVS might not be the right fit for you. At all times, please 
communicate your expectations with your class teacher or advisor. Let us know if your child is in a high-risk category.

 Face masks are an important tool in protecting those in our community who are most at risk. We might not feel the 
urgency to wear them for ourselves, or out of our own fear, but we wear face masks to allow others whom we care 
about and value to feel safe and to prevent the sort of outbreak that could necessitate a school shutdown.

 Recent months have opened our eyes to the danger that cultural bias brings to our perceptions and actions. At HVS, 
we are striving to be more aware and alert to social justice issues. Covid-19 has not affected our society equally, 
rather it has targeted certain groups. By wearing masks when we are on-campus, especially in common spaces or 
when we cannot socially distance, we protect our vulnerable students and staff, teaching students to 
become more aware of the needs of the group, and to learn how to act in a socially responsible way.



Face Masks Cont'd

• We understand that our youngest students do not have the same ability to tolerate masks as our older students, and 
that some have conditions that make wearing a mask more difficult. While we teach our students about the 
underlying values of mask wearing, we will also provide safe opportunities to be mask free.

 Our commitment to creating outside classrooms with amply distanced workspaces is related to our 
acknowledgement that we need to create the safest context for mask-free time. Each class will have a designated 
tent for their use.

 We have ordered medical supplies and will have disposable and cloth masks on hand for our students to use. Still, 
we encourage you to find a mask that is comfortable for your child and to have them practice wearing it.

 Students will be expected to wear masks when they are dropped off at school until they are instructed by their 
teacher that they may remove them. Students are expected to wear masks as they enter their classrooms, walk in 
the hallways, go to the bathroom, cross paths with children outside their cohort, or are requested to do so by any 
teacher or staff member.

 Remember to clean fabric masks regularly. Consider shopping for the most comfortable one and giving your child 
a choice. Please no words, distracting images or logos on face masks!



 In order to limit numbers on campus, we are asking 
that parents avoid coming onto school grounds while 
classes are in session. We love you. Don’t take this 
personally—we are just trying to keep our school safe and 
healthy. We will make an exception for our Early 
Childhood and First Grade parents. One parent or 
guardian can accompany these young children to their 
meeting point. All others should say goodbye after the 
temperature check, as your child approaches their 
outdoor meeting point

 As in past years, we will have regular class evenings, a 
new parent orientation, and PTA meetings. Teachers are 
also available for check-ins and conversations as 
needed. This year, however, most gatherings will be 
happening via Zoom. We look forward to being beyond 
the COVID crisis and returning to live in-person 
interactions in the future. We aren’t there yet.

Please say goodbye at your car.



Please say goodbye at your car cont'd

 In order to best manage potential crowds at the beginning and end of the school day, and to 
allow space for the mandatory daily temperature checks, we will have staggered drop-off and pick-
up times and will be using separate drop-off location for Early Childhood, First and Third Grade—details will be 
provided closer to the start of school.

 After passing through the temperature check station, students will report to their class teacher or 
homeroom teacher who will be waiting by the class flag. Children will wait with their group until everyone has 
arrived and then proceed to class.

 Parents dropping off tardy students must call ahead to meet one of our designated Health-Check 
staff at our Health Tent for a temperature screening and to receive a tardy admit slip. Do not leave the parking 
lot until your student has had their temperature checked.

 Clear communication via phone and email will be crucial in the coming year. Make sure to alert Marla Tolz in 
the Main Office in time to allow for the relaying of information to the relevant teachers. We will clarify pick-
up protocol closer to the start of school.



 For the immediate future all our after-school 
programming has been cancelled. There are too many 
uncertainties in our country to plan these activities, and 
too much risk involved. If things change in the coming 
months, we will adapt our plans.

 We encourage you to limit play dates to interactions 
with children in your child’s class group as a method to 
limit exposure. With all the chaos of our current age, 
having a more mellow home-life with less rushing 
around and fewer activities will serve your child well.

 Let’s keep things simple this year.

What about after-school activities and programming?



 At Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School we are committed to slowing 
down this year and taking the time needed to help our children adjust 
to their present reality.

 We do not yet know what needs will present themselves on September 
1, 2020. Still, we can predict that students will feel some stress in 
adapting to our new schedules, rhythms and protocols. After the 
trauma of the last Spring’s unexpected school closure and the 
experience this summer of living through uncertainty, any return to 
academics, old friends, new friends, teachers, temperature screenings 
and mask wearing will understandably take its toll. We are not taking 
the backdrop of a pandemic and the anxiety it brings lightly.

Time to breathe!



 To respond to the diverse needs of our students, parents, 
and staff, we are adjusting our programming and 
scheduling at all the levels of HVS. Our Early Childhood, 
Lower School, Middle School and High School programs are 
considering hybrid models to provide more flexibility and 
allow teachers the time to connect with 
any students needing to learn at home.

 We predict that there will be non-Covid-related illness that 
might necessitate a child requiring distance learning for an 
extended period of time. Please make sure to 
treat these missing classmates with understanding, not 
fear. If your own child becomes ill with a common cold or 
flu, please have patience and understand our need for 
caution.

Time to breathe!



Schedule Models by Grade Level

Lower School: Grades 1-5

• In the coming year, the Lower School at Hawthorne Valley is still debating two possible models: A Five-day on-
Campus Learning Model and a Hybrid Model with four days spent on-campus and one at home.

• 5-Day Model: If we hold classes five days a week on Campus, we will give class teachers two afternoons free 
each week to devote time to their at-home distance learners. Students on those days will be dismissed by their 
end-of-day subject teacher.

• 4-Day Model (with option of alternative programming or at-home learning for one day): If we end up having 
many students choosing to learn remotely or needing to be at home, we might instead adopt a 4-day a week on-
Campus model, with one day devoted to independent at-home projects. In this case, we will offer free 
alternative programming for those Lower-School students whose parent are relying on their being on campus. 

• Please get your contracts in to reserve your child’s slot in your class. If you know you would like to be a distance 
learner from the very beginning, let us now. Our decisions about classroom space use and how we plan our 
scheduled splits is determined by predicted enrollment numbers.



Schedule Models by Grade Level

Middle School

• The Middle School plans to offer its students a hybrid model in which students in Grades 6-8 will spend four days 
learning on campus and one day learning remotely from home.

• On Wednesday, our remote learning day, Main-Lesson teachers will prioritize connecting with any students 
participating in distance learning and finding a way to connect them to their classmates.  

• There will also be an opportunity on Wednesdays for the entire Middle School to participate in a forum that 
spans the grades—something we cannot do safely on campus. Finally, our remote learning day will provide the 
opportunity for elective classes that connect students across the grades.   Middle School students will also 
participate in a short Cyber Civics class, and a Foreign Language class on their remote learning day.

• These schedule adjustments will give our staff more flexibility to meet the differing needs of all our students.  
Our schedules in Middle School and High School are designed to reduce the number of children on campus on 
certain days, allowing easier use of shared spaces and a deeper cleaning of certain spaces.   



Thank you!

 Once again, we thank you in advance for your patience and flexibility. We are asking a lot of everyone and we 
understand that these are challenging and unsettling times.

 Our strength as a school is rooted in community connections. These are challenged in an age that requires a 
certain level physical distancing. We should mourn this, but then we need to focus on finding creative ways 
around it. Clear communication fosters healthy collaboration.

 We are a fabulous group of individuals who have different creative interests, varying political beliefs, and a wide 
variety of personal experiences. We come from different socio-economic backgrounds and represent a variety of 
religious, ethnic, racial, and gender identities. Some of us have compromised immune systems some never get 
sick. We are joined together by a shared purpose to serve our children, our next generation.

 We share a common respect for Waldorf education not only for our currently-enrolled students, but for future 
generations of HVS students. Let’s remember this in these difficult days. We can be a beacon in potentially dark 
times. Let’s nourish that light together.

 We are grateful for your decision to return to Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School! Our very existence relies on the 
commitment and the support of school families like you.




