
 
Enrollment as a Distance Learner 
 
The 2020-21 school year has brought many unknowns. Since September, our school community 
and the institution of Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School alike have set off on an entirely new 
adventure.  Our intention this year has been to provide the greatest amount of flexibility for 
individual situations while at the same time ensuring that we have as reliable an income stream 
as possible to make our staffing and programming possible, and to secure the future health of 
our school.  To this end, we have put time and effort into developing a distance-learning option 
for students needing to be remote beginning on September 1, even though we were 
simultaneously focusing on our on-campus learning program. The distance-learning option has 
been provided at a reduced rate.  In addition, we have specified that our reduced rates would 
also "apply to all families should the school be required to go to a fully remote situation, and 
[that] the reduction will apply only for the time period that on-campus classes cannot be held."  
Please remember that we rely on tuition income to keep our school running and that our future 
is built on your support this year.  If you do not need a reduction, please consider maintaining 
your tuition payments for the entirety of the year. 
 
Outside of those families who chose remote learning at the start of the year, we did not 
anticipate a scenario in which families might want to switch from in-person learning to full-time 
remote learning mid-way through the year while the school was still providing on-campus 
learning. As such, remote learning (particularly for Grades 1-4) while classes are happening in-
person, is a modified version of the remote learning that will be offered if/when the whole 
school is participating in remote learning. More recently we have received some inquiries about 
this possibility.  The following clarifies our policy for those families wishing to go remote.  
 
An official change in enrollment status from on-campus to remote learning is being offered to 
accommodate families who are feeling too worried about the state of our community health 
and too at risk.  It is not an offering for someone choosing to travel and needing to quarantine.  
It is also not intended to meet the needs of a sick child or one who doesn’t want to come to 
school because of winter weather.  We trust that you will identify your reason for needing to 
change your enrollment status and that our offer will not be misused.   
 
Families who have enrolled their children as on-campus learners can change their enrollment 
status to remote learning and request to receive a pro-rated discounted remote-learning 
tuition even if the school is doing in-person learning. The discount only applies to the time 
period that the student is participating in remote learning. If the family is currently receiving a 
tuition adjustment, the remote-learning reduction will be calculated at the same percentage 
rate as the full year tuition.  The reduced amount cannot fall below the 30% minimum for 
tuition. In addition, please be advised that we have a waiting list for several of our classes.  
Because of the need to maintain social distancing in our indoor classroom spaces, we have had 
to restrict our enrollment for on-campus learning.   If a family switches to distance learning, and 
requests a discounted tuition rate, their child may lose their spot in the classroom to one of our 
waitlisted children.  If you anticipate that you will want to return to in-person learning later in 



this academic year, we would advise you to maintain your child’s spot in the classroom by 
continuing to pay on-campus tuition. 
 
The switch from on-campus to remote learning is not instantaneous but requires some 
preparation from the teachers as well as administrative support to modify a student’s 
enrollment contract and update their account with the finance office.  In order to switch your 
child’s official enrollment status, then, the school must receive a written request at least five 
school days prior to the start of distance learning.  This is a somewhat disruptive process and 
cannot happen multiple times.  We have decided that it is reasonable to allow a student to shift 
into or out of remote learning once each term.  The exact date for a student to return to in-
person learning is at the discretion of the class or block teacher, and the availability of adequate 
space in the classroom as we move indoors during the colder months. Ideally, a student would 
begin or end remote learning to coincide with the main lesson or arts blocks.  
 
If you would like to switch the status of your child, you should email your class teacher in the 
Early Childhood or Lower School, or your Class advisor in the Middle and High School.  In all 
cases you should cc our Director of Enrollment, Amy Flaum, as well as the Chair of the School in 
which your child is enrolled.  Please note the following Level Chairs:  
 

Early Childhood: jping@hawthornevalley.org 
Lower School:  mmckenna@hawthornevalley.org 
Middle School: asansone@hawthornevalley.org 
High School: sfrishkoff@hawthornevalley.org 
Director of Enrollment: aflaum@hawthornevalley.org 
 

Thank you for your on-going support. 
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