
January 2021 
  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Thank you for choosing Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School. We are so pleased that you are a 

part of our vibrant community of parents, students, teachers, and staff. 

 

Below is information for you to complete the enrollment process for 2021-2022 school year. 

  

Tuition for 2021-2022 
  

Each year we review and adjust tuition levels to consider the impact of inflation on our 

operational costs. Our goal is to strengthen enrollment, retention, and fundraising so that we can 

keep tuition increases to a minimum. 

 

Along with parent involvement, and our strong collaboration with the HVA development 

department, fundraising continues to play an essential role in the financial health of our school 

allowing us to offer tuition support and to uphold our commitment to diversity. Despite the shaky 

economic footing of our current climate, last year we chose to increase our Tuition Adjustment 

allocations, to allow families more time to lock down their contracts, to make Emergency 

COVID aid available to help retain our families, and to offer discounts if a school-wide shift into 

remote learning became necessary. We have tried to be more flexible than ever by building up 

our remote classrooms and by allowing families to choose between remote and in-person 

learning. We have also worked to trim our school operating costs without negatively impacting 

the health and safety of our students and staff or the quality of our students' education. In all 

ways, we have worked intentionally to be responsive to our age and our community while 

building an economically sustainable organization and planning for our future. 

 

This past year has been a challenge. Living through a pandemic has pushed us as an organization 

and as individuals to seek our equilibrium and to navigate significant personal and economic 

hurdles. More than ever, it is clear to us that Hawthorne Valley Waldorf School plays an 

important role in our local and national culture. We are committed to offering a nurturing climate 

where children can learn through experience, can open their senses, engage with their 

environment, and healthfully develop the skills and capacities our world needs. In the coming 

year, we will continue to focus on our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion goals, and on finding 

ways to strengthen our integrated curriculum to meet our students intellectually as well as 

challenging them artistically and engaging them with practical arts. We think our approach is 

particularly needed in the current age as our students find their footing after the trauma of the 

past year. We are excited to meet the needs of the 2021-2022 Academic Year with a renewed 

commitment to grow our programming, to increase our staffing and enrollment, and build the 

high-quality age-appropriate integrated curriculum we are known for and proud of. 

 

Considering the above context and the current rate of inflation, the tuition fees for 2021-2022 

will increase an average of 2.5%. Please follow this link to view the tuition rates: Tuition Rates 

2021-2022. 

  

https://files.constantcontact.com/cb4a0b6a001/0337f449-31c1-41cb-a392-23b5a261a5e8.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/cb4a0b6a001/0337f449-31c1-41cb-a392-23b5a261a5e8.pdf


In our efforts to make 2021-2022 as successful a year as possible:  

 PLEASE RETURN your signed enrollment contract and related forms as soon as possible 

and not later than the expected deadline. Several of our classes will be full and we hope 

to keep a spot for your child. Without confirmation of your commitment, it is impossible 

to fully and accurately plan staffing, programming, etc., for next year.  

 Please help the school to become more financially sustainable and better able to support 

our talented and dedicated teachers upon whom we all rely by contributing full tuition if 

you have the means to do so.  

o If you received an adjusted tuition for the 2020-2021 school year and would 

like to be sent a full tuition contract for the 2021-2022 school year, please 

contact Amy Flaum.  

 If you can pay more, please consider it. We are intentionally keeping our tuition rates as 

low as possible. We live in a world of economic diversity and we hope that those who 

have been fortunate will consider making an additional financial contribution. This gift 

will be a charitable deduction and can reduce the current deficit, support new applicants' 

needs, meet the challenges facing families with changing circumstances, and pay for 

program improvements.  

 

Contract season dates  

 Full Tuition Contracts - will be sent out by January 18, 2021 and are due back by 

February 12, 2021. 

 Tuition Adjustment (TA) Applications - fully completed applications submitted 

through the new SSS (school & Student Services) portal (formerly TADS) are due by 

February 12, 2021. 

o Please find links to TA instructions and FAQ here, as well as on the school 

website 

 

Important Enrollment Information 

 Your student’s place in their class is not secure until an enrollment contract is submitted, 

and a deposit has been paid. The deposit payment is requested with your signed contract 

but must be submitted by May 1. 

If you choose to withdraw your contract after submission: 

 A formal withdrawal form is requested, completed, and submitted. 

 If the withdrawal is prior to May 1, the deposit is refunded if requested. 

 If the withdrawal is in May or June, the deposit is not refunded. If the deposit has not yet 

been submitted, you will be required to pay it before being let out of your contract. 

 If the withdrawal is in July, the deposit is not refunded and a one-month tuition payment 

is required. 

mailto:aflaum@hawthornevalleyschool.org
https://school.hawthornevalley.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/TA-instructions-2021-2022-1-11-21-Final.pdf
https://school.hawthornevalley.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/FAQs-2021-for-21-22-1-11-21-Final.pdf
https://school.hawthornevalley.org/admissions/tuition-adjustment/
https://school.hawthornevalley.org/admissions/tuition-adjustment/


 If the withdrawal is in August, the deposit is not refunded, and two monthly tuition 

payments are required. 

 

We are deeply grateful for the efforts and sacrifices that parents make to ensure a Waldorf 

education for their children. As we all prepare for another vibrant year at the school, we trust our 

efforts in this Valley are a worthy long-term enterprise. Thank you for your continued support 

and good will. 

 

With warm regards, 

 
Karin Almquist 

School Director 

 


