
Greetings! 

The all-school read for this year is They Came Before Columbus: The African Presence in 
Ancient America by Ivan Van Sertima. First published in 1976, there has been a resurgence of 
interest in this book that reconsiders aspects and implications of the Mesoamerican material 
record. Controversial when published, and still controversial today, They Came Before Columbus 
offers an interpretation of evidence that suggests complex migration histories and global cultural 
influences in the pre-Columbian western hemisphere. It also provides an opportunity for us to 
begin to consider the issues that arise when we seek to correct the inaccuracies, obfuscations, 
selective inclusions, and outright omissions of information from the versions of history we have 
taught and have been taught. 

All students will read a minimum of three books this summer. Requirements for each book and 
grade specific instructions are specified below. 

Book #1: They Came Before Columbus: The African Presence in Ancient America, by 
Ivan Van Sertima. Randomhouse Trade Paperbacks, 1976.   

Book #2:      
Select and read any book that you have not read before 
from the attached list of Summer Reading 
Recommendations. Record the author, title, date of 
publication, and a short summary to remind you what it was 
about when you return to school in the fall. 

Read a book loosely (or tightly) related to your senior 
project. It could be relevant to the project itself, or you could 
use this to discover a great topic for your senior project 
research paper. Make a dated entry for this book in your 
Senior Project Journal.

Book #3:  It’s up to you. Read a book that interests you. Record the author, title, date of 
publication, and a short summary to remind you what it was about when you 
return to school in the fall.

You can find books to read in your local library, online libraries, and around your house. You can 
purchase paperbacks online or in bookstores. You can download books to your devices. You can 
listen to audio books. You can even read a book aloud with friends or family.  

For students and families who would like more information to discover if a book is the one for 
them, descriptions and reviews abound on the internet at such sites as the Kirkus Book Reviews 
(www.kirkusreviews.com/), in the publisher-descriptions of books and “look-inside” excerpts 
found at Amazon (amazon.com), and at publishers’ websites. 

Happy reading!
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